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THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST NEWSPAPER OF PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY 


—The capitalist ruling 
class has again showed that their prosecution of 
racist kkkops who murder workers is just a farce. 
A multiracial and militant group of Progressive La- 
bor Party (PLP) members and friends held a CHAL- 
LENGE sale and open protest at a busy intersection 
on the city’s south side against the release of Jason 
Van Dyke, the white cop who murdered Black teen- 
ager LaQuan McDonald in October 2014. 


EDITORIAL Imperialists divided 
crumble at Ukranian border..p2 


LOS ANGELES Red flags over 
yellow flags as workers 
in LA protest racist ..p3 


The liberal response is for workers to beg the 
police and politicians for less violence. Workers are 
convinced by politicians and so-called "commu- 
nity leaders” to blame each other for racist and sex- 
ist conditions and to keep our class bound to their 
deadly system. The lack of quality housing and safe 
schools, an abundance of unhealthy food, scant 
economic opportunities, and profiting off of the 
suffering and alienation of workers are all purpose- 
ful attacks by the ruling class to maintain power. 

PLP pushes for all workers to join us boldly 
in challenging this whole capitalist profit system 
worldwide and burying it forever with communist 


= revolution! 
= 


As workers have developed new and energetic 
means to fight back against capitalist abuses dur- 
ing this pandemic period, the bosses have been on 
‚a high, fearful alert. Kkkop killings of workers have 


| continued, especially as workers increased their ef- 


© forts to hold them accountable. Misleaders in our 
í area presented the conviction of Van Dyke as a vic- 


As Van Dyke serves less than half of an already 
insulting six-year prison sentence ordered in 2019, 
workers are reminded that the torture and murder 
of our class by the klan-in-blue is not a crime under 
capitalism. The ongoing violence committed by kk- 
kops IS their job! They fulfill their primary purpose 
of instilling fear, control, and terror among our 
class so that the bosses’ property is protected and 
their ability to exploit us remains intact. 


tory. During the trial, workers voiced their distrust 
of the bosses’ legal system and were punished for it. 
Even when the higher-ups sacrificed Van Dyke, PLP 
continued to demand justice. 


Nationally in the U.S. from 2018 to 2022, police 
have killed 4,542 people (mappingpoliceviolence. 
,org). These brazen murders increased in 2020, as 
many workers took to the streets to protest the rul- 
ing class protection of their power and profits and 
their sacrifice of workers’ lives. 


Despite the bosses’ attempts to drill their toxic 
ideologies into our heads, Black workers continue 
to reject racism and the illusion of powerlessness 
to lead the working class in holding cops and their 
capitalists accountable for this terror. These actions 
have encouraged multiracial offensives around the 
world, and offer an inspiring glimpse at the ability 
of our class to create an antiracist, antisexist com- 
munist society after passing through the fires of 
revolution. 


RED EDUCATION Racist cuts means fight 
back!..p4 


BLACK & RED W.E.B. Du Bois 
remembers Stalin as courageous and 
common..p8 
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OUR FIGHT =i 


NATO imperialist 
alliance falters at 
Ukrainian border 


Yx Progressive Labor Party (PLP) fights to 
destroy capitalism and the dictatorship of the 
capitalist class. We organize workers, soldiers 
and youth into a revolutionary movement for 
communism. 


Yx The dictatorship of the working class — 
communism—can provide a lasting solution to 
the disaster that is today’s world for billions of 
people. This cannot be done through electoral 
politics, but requires a revolutionary movement 
and a mass Red Army led by PLP. 


Y« Worldwide capitalism, in its relentless drive 
for profit, inevitably leads to war, fascism, 
poverty, disease, starvation and environmental 
destruction. The capitalist class, through its 
state power — governments, armies, police, 
schools and culture — maintains a dictator- 
ship over the world’s workers. The capitalist 
dictatorship supports, and is supported by, the 
anti-working-class ideologies of racism, sexism, 
nationalism, individualism and religion. 


¥«While the bosses and their mouthpieces 
claim “communism is dead,” capitalism is the 
real failure for billions worldwide. Capitalism 
returned to Russia and China because socialism 
retained many aspects of the profit system, like 
wages and privileges. Russia and China did not 
establish communism. 


«Communism means working collectively 

to build a worker-run society. We will abol- 
ish work for wages, money and profits. While 
capitalism needs unemployment, 

communism needs everyone to contribute and 
share in society’s benefits and burdens. 


y«Communism means abolishing racism and 
the concept of “race.” Capitalism uses racism to 
super-exploit Black, Latin, Asian and indig- 
enous workers, and to divide the entire working 
class. 


«Communism means abolishing the special 
oppression of women— sexism—and divisive 
gender roles created by the class society. 


v«Communism means abolishing nations and 
nationalism. One international working class, 
one world, one Party. 


v«Communism means that the minds of mil- 
lions of workers must become free from reli- 
gion’s false promises, unscientific thinking and 
poisonous ideology. Communism will triumph 
when the masses of workers can use the science 
of dialectical materialism to understand, ana- 
lyze and change the world to meet their needs 
and aspirations. 


v«Communism means the Party leads every 
aspect of society. For this to work, millions of 
workers — eventually everyone — must become 


communist organizers. Join Us! 


CONTACT US 
Email 

desafio.challenge@gmail.com 
Mail 

Box 808 GPO, Brooklyn, NY 11202 
Internet 


www.plp.org 


Twitter, Facebook, Instagram: 
@PLPchallenge 


WHO WRITES 


FOR CHALLENGE? 

CHALLENGE is for the working class, pro- 
duced by the working class. The fact that CHAL- 
LENGE/PLP articles are not signed grows from 
PLP’s criticism of the cult of the individual in the 
former socialist Soviet Union and China. We do 
not want to encourage the possibility of building 
up a “following” around any particular individ- 
ual. 


While an article may be written by one per- 
son, the final version is based on collective dis- 
cussion and criticism. Many times this collective 
discussion even precedes an individual’s writing 
of an article. 


CHALLENGE/DESAFIO (ISSN 0009- 
1049) published bi-weekly by Challenge Peri- 
odicals. 1 issue $1. One Year: $20. Six months: 
$15. Send address changes to CHALLENGE 
Periodicals, GPO Box 808 Brooklyn, NY 11202, 
March 2,2022-Volume 54 No. 5 
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[T]he war of 1914-18 was imperialist (that is, an an- 
nexationist, predatory, war of plunder) on the part of 
both sides; it was a war for the division of the world, for 
the partition and repartition of colonies and spheres of 
influence of finance capital... 


Vladimir Lenin, “Imperialism, the Highest Stage of 
Capitalism,” 1917. 


Whether or not Russia invades Ukraine in the com- 
ing days or weeks, the growing weakness of U.S. impe- 
rialism—and of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), the U.S. military arm in Europe—is more and 
more apparent. French President Emmanuel Macron 
is pushing for “strategic autonomy” for the European 
Union (news.usni.org, 2/8). Russian President Vladimir 
Putin is demanding a NATO rollback from Eastern Eu- 
rope. Ukrainian officials are sending mixed signals 
about their long-term ambition to join NATO—a move 
that Putin has warned would lead to nuclear conflict. 
Weakened by internal ruling-class divisions and know- 
ing they’re not politically prepared for a global military 
conflict, the U.S. finance capital bosses—represented 
by President Joe Biden--have openly ruled out sending 
troops to Ukraine. Eight years after invading and grab- 
bing back the Crimean Peninsula, the Russian imperi- 
alists are determined to restore more of the old Soviet 
sphere of influence. 


As CHALLENGE goes to press, both Biden and Putin 
are suggesting that a diplomatic “solution” is still possi- 
ble. But make no mistake. Even if Russia decides to pull 
back for now, global instability and an international cri- 
sis of capitalism is pushing the world closer to fascism 
and World War III. For the international working class, 
this period contains both great danger and huge oppor- 
tunity. Only a communist revolution can turn imperi- 
alist war into class war against the capitalist parasites. 
Only communism can end the bosses’ mass slaughters 
of our working-class sisters and brothers for all time. 
Join Progressive Labor Party and help build a worldwide 
communist movement! 


Rise and fall of NATO: 
sunset for U.S. bosses? 


In 1949, four years after the end of World War II, 
NATO was founded by the United States, Canada, and 
ten countries in Western Europe as a military alliance to 
block further expansion of the Soviet Union. Electoral 
victories by communist parties in Italy and Czechoslo- 
vakia, along with Soviet control of East Germany, in- 
tensified the U.S. rulers’ fears that they could lose the 
Cold War. They knew they couldn't afford to give up 
their place as the dominant imperialist superpower; no 
empire in history has ever peacefully passed the torch. 
NATO was liberal democracy’s iron fist. It was formed 
to guarantee that the U.S. bosses—and junior partners 
like Britain and France—could continue to amass su- 
per-profits by exploiting workers and robbing natural 
resources around the world. 


In the 1990s, after the Soviet Union imploded, the 
U.S.-dominated NATO expanded to absorb three for- 
mer Soviet republics (Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania), 
and several other countries formerly dominated by the 
Soviets under the now-defunct Warsaw Pact, including 
Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Hungary. As NATO bases 
and missiles moved closer to Russia’s borders, the U.S.- 
led alliance has murdered millions of workers in Iraq, 
Libya, Palestine, Afghanistan, and the Balkans in south- 
eastern Europe. 


www.plp.org 


But even as NATO expanded, it got weaker. Without 
the Soviet Union as a unifying threat, cutthroat gangs of 
capitalists went their own ways. In 2015, a Pew Research 
Center poll found that a majority of people in every 
NATO country in Europe was opposed to using military 
force to help an invaded NATO member. And as the rot- 
ten profit system continued to decay, liberal democracy 
was exposed as a sham—as the dictatorship of one or 
another set of bosses—in Bosnia, Hungary, Turkey, and 
(more recently) the U.S. (Foreign Affairs, July/August 
2018). If NATO was designed to protect the so-called 
“freedoms” of democracy, what was its purpose now? 


Today, the U.S. is too preoccupied with arch-rival 
China--and the strong possibility of a Chinese invasion 
of Taiwan--to aggressively contain Russia if it moves 
on Ukraine. It’s no accident that U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken just took a weeklong trip to meet with 
leaders of Australia, India, Japan, and other countries in 
the “Indo-Pacific region,” an open campaign to counter 
China’s economic, political, and military rise. More than 
“any other part of the world,” Blinken said, “what hap- 
pens in this region is going to shape the lives of Ameri- 
cans” (Asean Post, 2/14). 


The U.S. bosses know they’re not ready to fight a big 
war. And even if they felt they had no choice, Ukraine 
wouldnt be the hill they'd choose to die on. A recent 
lead article in Foreign Affairs, finance capital’s most au- 
thoritative magazine, was headlined, “Time for NATO to 
Close Its Door.” It basically proposed to give in to Putin: 


With the alliance already overextended in one of the 
world’s most dangerous neighborhoods, incorporat- 
ing Ukraine would be strategic madness....The United 
States needs a new strategy for dealing with Russia in 
eastern Europe, one that does not rely primarily on 
NATO (Foreign Affairs, 1/17). 


The weakening of NATO--the collapse of the old 
liberal world order—presents a danger for the world’s 
working class. In Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capi- 
talism, Lenin shows how the world’s bosses need to in- 
vade other nations to contend for top-dog status and 
survive as capitalist powers.Finance capital,the main- 
wing liberals who still lead the U.S. ruling class, will 
need to discipline both the capitalists and the workers 
to get ready for that war. They will be forced to turn to 
fascism, even if it has a liberal face and comes to power 
through the bosses’ election apparatus. 


The working class always suffers in the rulers’ quest 
for world domination. Their wars are waged with our 
blood. But as Lenin noted, “[O]ut of the universal ruin 
caused by the war a world-wide revolutionary crisis is 
arising which, however prolonged and arduous its stag- 
es may be, cannot end otherwise than in a proletarian 
revolution and in its victory.” 


In Russia, in the midst of fighting World War I, work- 
ers organized for communism and took state power! 
In China, in the midst of the fight against fascism and 
the horrors of World War II, workers organized for com- 
munism and took state power! Although the leadership 
of the old communist movement made serious errors 
that eventually reversed these revolutions, we can learn 
from their mistakes--and be inspired by their courage. 
World War III is a scary prospect for the working class, 
but many workers around the world are already in a life- 
and-death struggle against imperialism and capital- 
ist state terror. History shows us we have only one way 
out of this misery: a mass, violent revolution for com- 
munism. Join Progressive Labor Party and organize for 
worldwide communist revolution! © 
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Red flags over dollar$ as workers in LA protest racist SoFi 


INGLEWOOD, CA. February 13-In the shad- 
ow of the newly-built $5 billion SoFi Stadium here, 
home of the LA Rams football team and host to Su- 
per Bowl 56, working-class tenants in a local apart- 
ment complex are organizing together to secure 
their class interests. They are fighting evictions, 
and putting their rent money towards the cost of 
basic repairs instead of paying their blood-sucking 
slumlord, Alfa Investments. This struggle has the 
potential to spread in this city torn apart by racist 
unemployment, gentrification, homelessness and 
poverty. 


Under capitalism, everything that the working 
class needs to live is tainted and poisoned by the 
practice of commodity exchange. Whether it is the 
need for decent and safe housing, food, or clothing, 
capitalism puts a price tag on it. 


Working class tenants fight back 


Two Progressive Labor Party (PLP) members 
have been active in the Lennox-Inglewood Tenants’ 
Union (LITU), which has organized for over two 
years in an apartment building across from SoFi. At 
the first tenants’ meeting in the complex courtyard, 
the slumlord called the cops to try and scare off the 
union and intimidate the tenants. This tactic failed. 
Although the pandemic made visiting much more 
difficult, the LITU organizers persevered. After the 
tenants’ demands for decent housing were ignored 
by Alfa, and one tenant was threatened with evic- 
tion, they decided to sharpen the struggle. 


LITU members and some tenants from the 
building rallied in front of the Courthouse to sup- 
port the tenant threatened with eviction. One LITU 
member went into the courtroom and advocated 
for her. The judge postponed her case for two 
months. Then the tenants decided to work with a 
local Los Angeles group opposed to the 2028 Olym- 
pics, which are slated to take place at SoFi and 
many other locations around Los Angeles. 


The No Olympics group produced a short film 
featuring three tenants who talked about their run- 
down, rodent and roach-infested apartments, and 
the slumlord’s failure to adequately exterminate 
and make the necessary repairs. One tenant has 
been living without a stove or lock on his front door 


for over a year; another’s carpet is infested with 
mold. Shoddy “repairs” in her apartment further 
reflect the racist arrogance and neglect of the slum- 
lord. The film has helped LITU raise funds to buy 
materials needed for repairs and attract volunteers 
willing to donate skilled labor to make them. 


Some of the tenants we're working with have 
been regularly getting copies of CHALLENGE. The 
Party’s newspaper has helped them see through the 
hype surrounding SoFi and put Inglewood’s racist 
gentrification into a broader context of why it is 
inevitable that “redevelopment” under capitalism 
will always serve the needs of the billionaires and 
banks who profit off these schemes. We have also 
shared our Paper and Party ideas with several LITU 
members. Communist ideas have generally been 
well-received. 


Bosses and politicians 
gang up to build SoFi 


Despite these rotten conditions, workers are 
paying exorbitant rents. Since the decision from 
the National Football League (NFL) in January 2016 
approving the Rams move from St. Louis to Ingle- 
wood, average rents skyrocketed, increasing almost 
60 percent (LA Times, 2/9). 


Inglewood’s rent control ordinance, not passed 
until November 2019, allows annual “cost of liv- 
ing” rent increases up to Californias 10 percent 
limit. Also, vacancy decontrol, giving landlords a 
perverse incentive to drive out current tenants and 
raise rents to “market” levels. Alfa’s calculation that 
it can charge much more if it drives out the current 
tenants is behind its refusal to make repairs. The 
collaboration of Inglewood’s Mayor James Butts 
and the City Council with investment companies 
like Alfa and their shameless promotion of SoFi as 
a savior for the largely Black and Latin population 
of Inglewood have led to increased homelessness 
and an exodus of working class families who can no 
longer afford to live here. 


One Inglewood Code Enforcement officer told 
a complaining tenant there’s “nothing we can do” 
about dangerously soft and sinking floorboards. 
Another cited Alfa’s violations, but then never fol- 
lowed through to check if repairs were actually 


Sit-in at the CUNY Chancellor’s house: 


Racist cuts means fight back! 


ina. 


NEW YORK, February 5— Over 45 students, 
faculty, staff, and parents, including members 
of the communist Progressive Labor Party (PLP) 
marched on the home of the City University of New 
York (CUNY) Chancellor Felix “Felo” Matos Rodri- 
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College students and faculty fight racist wall street gangsters who control CUNY. 


= 


guez in Pelham, New York, humorously advertised 
as “Brunch with Felo.” We were sending a message 
that we, the united working class, won't accept the 
racist austerity at CUNY. The relatively quiet suburb 
was rocked by chants, speeches, and later, music. 


www.plp.org 


The most expensive 
single ticket for this 
year’s extravaganza was 
$34,000, enough to pay 
rent for one of the 
complex’s tenants for 
almost two years. 


made (they weren't). These attitudes contrast with 
Butts’ groveling towards multi-billionaire Rams 
owner Stan Kroenke. According to Kroenke, at his 
first meeting with Butts in 2013 about the prospect 
of the new stadium “[h]e (Butts) just said very sim- 
ply, ‘What do you need?” (USA Today, 2/8). 


This stark picture of non-stop racist attacks on 
the working class has only been magnified by the 
obscene spectacle of this year’s Super Bowl. The 
most expensive single ticket for this year’s extrava- 
ganza was $34,000, enough to pay rent for one of the 
complex’s tenants for almost two years. The entire 
area within one mile of the Stadium was cordoned 
off and homeless encampments swept away. The 
area was then flooded with local cops, Homeland 
Security, FBI and ICE officers, joined overhead by 
Blackhawk Helicopters, all supposedly to “protect 
the public health” and prevent a “terrorist attack”. 


Working class tenants will never get justice in 
the bosses’ courts or from the bosses’ legislatures. 
The principle of making profit off of private prop- 
erty is ingrained in the U.S. Constitution and is fun- 
damental to capitalism. A communist revolution 
will end that practice, and a communist society will 
mobilize our class to build all the housing that the 
working class needs worldwide. No longer will we 
pay for something as fundamental as a place to live 
or be put out on the street if we can't. Join the fight 
for that world by joining PLP!® 


These struggles give PLP members and friends 
lessons in class struggle—learning how to organize, 
be bold, and struggle with friends and co-workers 
to step forward. We want to continue working with 
education workers and students to build this move- 
ment towards a strike, and, at the same time, to 
expose the nature of capitalist education and the 
limits of reform. 


We stay ready 


Under capitalism, any reforms we win are short- 
lived. Our students and the international working- 
class deserve nothing less than communism. Fight- 
ing for that new world means masses of students 
and workers must join PLP and fight for communist 
revolution. 


The demonstration was called for by RAFA 
(Rank and File Action), a group of union members 
who have been leading a fight back to build strike 
readiness. Meanwhile PLP members are build- 
ing “revolution readiness.” Capitalist education 
at CUNY, led by its filthy rich chancellor, is a rac- 
ist disaster. The Wall Street bankers and business 
owners who control CUNY want to brainwash us to 
become compliant workers as they rake in billions 
and eventually they want us to be willing soldiers in 
their imperialist wars for profit. 


While many of our students come from the 
Bronx, including the poorest Congressional district 
in the U.S. (District 15 in the South Bronx Chancel- 
lor Rodriguez lives in Pelham, one of the wealthier 
communities in the U.S., and enjoys a salary of 
$670,000 a year, plus a monthly housing stipend of 


Continued on page 5 
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Black Workers’ Leadership, STILL 
Key to Communist Revolution 


The following is an excerpt from “Black Workers’ 
Leadership: Key Revolutionary Force” (PL Maga- 
zine 2019. vol 16. no. 1), an updated version of what 
was a landmark document in our Party's history in 
February 1969. 


In 2022, as was the case 500 years ago, Black 
workers remain the most brutally attacked section 
of our class. Now as then, they must help take the 
lead in building an international communist move- 
ment. U.S. history is a chronicle of genocide, slav- 
ery, segregation, and enduring racist oppression. 
Black workers have less invested in the capitalist 
status quo. Since racism infects all relations within 
the profit system, they stand to hold fewer illusions 
about “justice” or “democracy” under the bosses’ 
dictatorship. 


Though not immune to the false hope of re- 
formism, Black workers are better equipped to un- 
derstand its limits. As the young rebels in Ferguson 
declared: “It’s the whole damn system!” And so: 
Black workers are a key revolutionary force because 
of their basis for class consciousness—for class sol- 
idarity with all workers and class hatred of all capi- 
talist rulers. 


Our Party has developed the understanding that 
racism and capitalism are bound together; one can- 
not exist without the other. Only an international 
communist revolution can liberate the world’s 
working class from the ravages of racist imperial- 
ism. Only a united, multiracial working class can 
win the fight for communism. Black workers are 
central to that struggle. 


Workers in general are degraded by capitalism; 
as a class, we have nothing to lose but our chains. 


Latin, Muslim, Asian, and women workers all 
suffer under special oppression by the U.S. ruling 
class. From the U.S. and Mexico to Europe and the 
Middle East, immigrant workers—most of them 
dark-skinned—are terrorized and scapegoated at 
the fault lines of rising fascism. 


Anti-Black racism is a global epidemic. Black 
workers have an especially urgent case to revolt and 
smash the bosses’ state. Throughout U.S. history, 
from the time they were brought from Africa by 
force as a pool of no-wage labor, they have served 
at the forefront of every working-class movement: 
the war against slavery, the struggle for civil rights, 
the mass strikes against the industrial bosses, the 
fights for jobs and housing and decent schools. 
Wherever workers have confronted the profit sys- 
tem and its parasites, Black workers have stood at 
the front lines. 


Black workers have 
always fought back 


Workers everywhere have always fought back 
against the bosses, with Black workers frequently 
leading the way. This tradition dates to the time of 
enslaved workers running away, many of whom 


fled to the mountains. They created self-sufficient 
communities and defended themselves with armed 
violence, as necessary: 


e In 1739, the Stono Rebellion involved as 
many as 60 slaves in the British colony of 
South Carolina. The The colony’s legislature 
was so terrified that it placed a costly 10-year 
moratorium on the import of Black slaves 
from Africa. The bosses’ property and lives 
were at risk. 


e In the 1790s, the Haitian Revolution defeat- 
ed Napoleon Bonaparte’s army and repelled 
British and Spanish invaders, abolishing 
slavery in the richest colony in the Caribbe- 
an. These Black liberators spread fear among 
enslavers throughout the Western Hemi- 
sphere. They inspired hundreds of rebellions 
throughout the Americas, all of them violent. 


e In 1831, Nat Turner led more than 60 slaves 
and Black freedmen in blazing a bloody trail 
through Virginia. The rebels did away with 
Turner’s master and the master’s family, then 
terrorized the owners of 15 other planta- 
tions. Turner inspired John Brown, who led 
a multiracial group in an 1859 attack on a 
federal arsenal in West Virginia., The raid on 
Harpers Ferry sparked the American Civil 


War to end chattel slavery. 


e Over the two centuries preceding the Civil 
War, historians have documented more than 
250 uprisings involving 10 slaves or more on 
U.S. territory alone. 


e In the Caribbean, rebellions like the First 
Maroon War in Jamaica (1728-1741) grew 
into all-out military combat. After the Ma- 
roons repeatedly defeated British forces, 
the imperialists were forced to sign a peace 
treaty. 


e In 1760, an even larger rebellion in Jamaica 
called Tacky’s War became “a massive shock 
to the imperial system.” Black workers from 
the North and newly freed slaves from the 
South played a vital role in the U.S. Civil 
War (see “Marx and Du Bois,” p. 18). In the 
aftermath, the victorious Union capitalists— 
Rockefeller, Morgan, Vanderbilt, Carnegie— 
relied on racism to keep workers divided. 


e In the North, mainly white and immigrant 
workers waged fierce battles against steel, 
railroad, and coal industrialists. In the South, 
mainly Black workers—often led by women 
like Ida B. Wells, a former slave—fought 
against lynching and other racist abuses 
throughout the Jim Crow era. 


e Between 1898 and 1902, rising U.S. impe- 
rialism defeated Spain and then attacked 
Filipino independence fighters in the Phil- 
ippine-American War. The Filipino warriors, 
many of whom identified as Black, made 
anti-racist, class-conscious appeals to Black 
U. S. soldiers. As one wrote, “Why don’t you 
fight those people in America who burn Ne- 
groes, that make a beast of you, that took a 
mother’s child and sold it? In a foreshadow- 
ing of the Vietnam War, many Black U.S. sol- 
diers deserted. 


Black workers are a key revolutionary force be- 
cause of their role in the U.S. military, where they 
represent 17 percent of active-duty enlisted men 
and 30 percent of active-duty enlisted women. They 
will play a major part in the next global war—and in 
turning an imperialist war for profit into a class war 
for communist revolution. 


Black workers are a key revolutionary force be- 
cause of their disproportionate numbers in basic 
U.S. industry and transportation. Within major U.S. 
cities and metropolitan areas, Black workers are 
concentrated in mass transit, health care, educa- 
tion, the U.S. Postal Service, UPS, and FedEx. They 
retain the potential to shut down major population 
centers and critical infrastructure. 


If our class is to seize and hold state power 
throughout the world, Black workers and their lead- 
ership are essential for another fundamental rea- 
son. Our class cannot possibly destroy racism—the 
lifeblood of capitalism—without their leadership.& 


Van DyKKKe set free by racist 
capitalist system, workers say hell no! 


Continued from page 1 


Fighting for communism 
is the only answer 


During our action, PLP members and friends 
took turns on the bullhorn blasting the ruling class 
and their continuous defense of their primary hit 
squad of enforcers. 


Workers in cars, buses, and traveling on foot in 
the freezing winter temperatures stopped to take 
copies of CHALLENGE and some talked with PLP 
members about their experiences with the racist 
police and how it affects them. 


Ever since the initial cover-up and subsequent 
release of the video of LaQuan’s murder seven years 
ago, we have been in the thick of the mass fight- 
back, advocating for communist revolution as the 
only solution for working people. 
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In 2016, our Party even led the action that held 
Van Dyke responsible for murdering LaQuan to his 


www.plp.org 


front door (See CHALLENGE, 7/15/16). Van Dyke's 
early release proves again that the racist torture and 
murder of our class is all part of the ruling class's 
plan. Standing with other workers to hold the boss- 
es responsible and building the Party is part of our 
plan to free our class! 


Workers know the threats that we continuously 
face under capitalism. Almost everyone has a sto- 
ry of how they, or someone they are close to, have 
been drastically affected by brutal attacks from the 
system. As a Party, we fight the capitalist system 
with and for other workers. 


As we build with each other, we want to win our 
class sisters and brothers to the reality that we will 
never truly be free of these abuses under capital- 
ism. We have to build the Party, strengthen our po- 
litical line and practice, and make the fight for com- 
munism an integral part of our lives now.6 
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Black communists in the Spanish Civil War 
Douglas Roach, a red ace 


This is part of a three-part series exploring a few 
of the Black communists from the U.S. that fought in 
the International Brigades against fascism. 


In the early 1930s the urban bourgeoisie (capi- 
talists) of Spain, supported by most workers and 
many peasants, overthrew the violent, repressive 
monarchy to form a republic. In July 1936 the Span- 
ish army, eventually commanded by Francisco 
Franco, later the fascist dictator, rebelled to re-es- 
tablish the repressive monarchy. Hitler’s Germany 
and Mussolini’s Italy gave Franco massive military 
aid. The Western imperialist countries and the 
United States refused to help the Republic. Only 
Mexico and the then-socialist Soviet Union came 
to the Republic’s aid, to try to stop fascism before it 
engulfed the world. 


In 1936, the International Communist Move- 
ment, called the “Comintern,” headquartered in 
the Soviet Union and led by Joseph Stalin, organ- 
ized volunteers—mainly workers—from more than 
60 countries into the “International Brigades” (IBs) 
to go to Spain to defend the Republic. 


In hindsight, the defense of the Republic was 
a nationalist defense of an aspect of capitalism. At 
the time, this was part of the united front against 
fascism, where communists united with liberal 
capitalists against the fascist capitalists. In the Pro- 
gressive Labor Party, we fight all faces of capitalism 
and try to win people to the understanding that lib- 
eralism is the bigger danger to our victory. Our class 
has to go and the working class must rule—that’s 
communism. 


After several years of heroic fighting and devas- 
tating losses, the IBs were withdrawn by the Span- 
ish Republican government, which naively hoped 
that the German and Italian fascist troops would 
also withdraw. They did not, and Spain fell to Fran- 
co’s fascists in March, 1939. Spain remained a fas- 
cist dictatorship until 1978. But Spain was part of 
the European capitalist “community” as so-called 
liberal capitalists often get along very well with the 
fascist capitalists. Look at how the liberal U.S. capi- 
talists have gotten along very well with fascist dicta- 
tors all over the world. 


Black Volunteers 


Among the 2,800 U.S. volunteers—80 percent 
of whom were members of the Communist Party— 
were more than 60 Black workers from the U.S. This 


Douglas Roach: Black, working class, 
communist leader 


is the story of one of them: Douglas Roach (1900 
— 1938). 


A native of Provincetown, Massachusetts, Doug- 
las Roach was an active member of the Communist 
Party from 1932. At Provincetown High School, he 
was an "ace" end on the football team. He gradu- 
ated from the Massachusetts Agricultural College in 
Amherst, where he was a star wrestler. 


He was one of the first workers from the U.S. to 
volunteer in defense of Spanish capitalist democ- 
racy in the early days of the siege of Madrid (Octo- 
ber, 1936). Roach was assigned to the 15th Brigade 
(the International Brigade), Lincoln Battalion and 
Lincoln-Washington Battalion, and served in the 
Tom Mooney machine gun company, often carry- 


ing his machine gun single-handedly during long 
marches. Roach fought with the battalion at Jarama 
and during the Brunete Offensive and attained the 
rank of Gun Commander. 


At the fierce counter-offensive launched by the 
fascists in July, 1937, at Brunete, he often went for 
water and supplies for his comrades under heavy 
fire. 


On the Jarama front (1937), he inspired the 
members of the Lincoln Battalion. Time and again 
he held his position in the repeated charges of 
Franco's Moorish cavalry, saving the men in the 
lines behind him. In Fall 1937, wounded by shrap- 
nel, Roach returned to the U.S. He immediately 
plunged into activity, working in support of trade 
union organization among seamen. In his spare 
time, he diligently studied Marxism-Leninism. 


Unfortunately, at this time the Communist Par- 
ty made union organizing primary over fighting for 
communist revolution. At its weakest, the old com- 
munist movement at the time was engulfed in na- 
tionalism and electoral politics. In the Progressive 
Labor Party today, we are trying to correct those er- 
rors by making revolution primary in all of our bat- 
tles against the horrors of capitalism. 


Returning veterans formed the VALB—the Vet- 
erans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade—late in 1937 
and at their first convention they elected Roach as 
National Adjutant Commander. He held the post 
briefly before he contracted the pneumonia that 
killed him on July 13, 1938. 


The following quote is from Benjamin J. Da- 
vis Jr., editor of The Negro Liberator, Communist 
Party’s (CPUSA) newspaper targeted towards Black 
workers. He later became CPUSA's official English- 
language daily, The Daily Worker. 


When I complimented him on his war re- 
cord, he said, "Oh, never mind that. What- 
ever I did, the [Communist] Party brought 
it out in me." And knowing him, one can 
understand very well, despite his modesty, 
how he made such a distinguished record in 
Spain. 

As capitalist powers (imperialists) once again 
prepare for world war to redivide the world among 
themselves, the Progressive Labor Party fights for a 
world run by and for the working class, that’s com- 
munism. Join us! 


CUNY club continues communist fightback 


Continued from page 3 

$7,500. While his appointment was declared 
“groundbreaking,” as the first Latin Chancellor at 
CUNY, Rodriguez’s only real success was shuffling 
CUNY’s nearly 500,000 mostly Black, Latin and im- 
migrant students into a program of racist austerity. 


As we marched up the slippery roads, we chant- 
ed and took over the streets by the Chancellor’s 
home, giving speeches about the need to fight rac- 
ism, the need for multiracial unity, and the need to 
fight for communism where workers run society. 


“We accomplished a lot" 


Spirits were high as we made ourselves com- 
fortable on the chancellor’s lawn. Leaflets were 
distributed to passing cars titled, “Do you know 
your neighbor?” We collectively organized food and 
small snack tables were set up with a spread of muf- 
fins, rolls, fruit, coffee, and even tamales. A radio 
was hung from the tree as we listened to music and 
chatted, getting to know each other, and continu- 
ing to exchange ideas about the struggle at CUNY. 
Signs were planted on the chancellor’s lawn de- 
manding free tuition as marchers and PLers shared 
and discussed the latest issues of CHALLENGE. 


Especially given the weather constraints, the 
fact that last week's protest was canceled due to a 
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storm, and a travel advisory that was issued the day 
of, this “brunch” escalated our battle. While a pa- 
trol car sat down the street, and an irate neighbor 
let her dog out to bark at us, it was made clear that 
this was just the opening shot. One of the speakers 
from a student strike committee said, “I feel like we 
accomplished a lot.” 

This rising spirit of fight-back is crucial in build- 
ing an international Party. With each reform strug- 
gle, with each street we take, with each lawn we 
overrun, our confidence in ourselves, in our com- 
rades, and in our ability to eventually build a com- 
munist revolution, the ultimate goal, grows sharper. 


Welcome back, fight back! 


CUNY is no stranger to racist austerity and has 
been running on the backs of underpaid adjuncts, 
or part timers, for a long time. But clearly, the Cov- 
id-19 pandemic has sharpened the situation on 
campuses and each semester, students, staff, and 
faculty are faced with ever worsening conditions. 
While there has been a push to reopen the campus- 
es, especially with the “70-30” mandate (70 percent 
of classes in person and 30 percent virtual), many 
campuses are not ready. 


On one Bronx campus, the library isn’t open 
enough to meet student needs and the buildings are 
falling apart. On another campus, there is nowhere 
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for students to sit, the cafeteria is closed, there is no 
soap in the bathroom, and a major outdoor garden 
is closed. Many of the facilities are not ready, and 
because of the arbitrary “70/30” rule, many classes 
have been canceled, resulting in adjunct layoffs. 
On one campus, it’s so disorganized that students 
wait in line outside just to get on campus, on top 
of many more health and safety violations all over 
CUNY campuses. The list goes on! 


Brunch was just the beginning 


This was a bold idea and everyone who partici- 
pated felt it was a successful event. While we are 
told everything is “back to normal” and forced back 
into dire conditions, the meetings where these de- 
cisions are made, such as Board of Trustees hear- 
ings, are still virtual. So, the idea of remaining in the 
Chancellor’s face is one that appeals to us! 


Our “brunch” was a glimpse of what that new 
world could be, with everyone sharing, no bosses, 
and standing together as equals whether student 
or faculty. From immersion in these day-to-day 
struggles to building a strike movement against 
the CUNY bosses, these “schools for communism” 
also teach us how to build for revolution. We invite 
our friends to join PLP and apply these lessons 
to help lead our class to the ultimate victory of 
communism!& 
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LETTERS 


100 Copies of CHALLENGE 


We’ve been selling 100 copies of 
CHALLENGE almost every week and 
have received multiple reactions from the 
public about our Party’s paper. From the 
occasional “I have one already” (when they 
don’t wanna be bothered) to those who 
throw a dollar and run with the paper. But 
then there are those conversations that sit 
with us longer, that leave us with hope and 
sometimes even a bit of cynicism. 


There is this one worker that sells 
masks on the corner where we sell CHAL- 
LENGE who claims to “like capitalism." I 
asked, why is that? He replied, “[be]cause 
this (the U.S.) is the only place where any- 
one can make lots of money or be rich if 
they try." I told him, “rich people are only 
possible because of the poor workers they 
exploit.” He replied, “true, but guess how 
much money I make?” I told him “you're 
still only considering yourself; we are talk- 
ing about the international working class 
facing war, racism and sexism.” He said, 
“that’s what I’m saying, I can teach any- 
one how to do this.” I said “impossible if 
everyone’s a salesperson who are you going 
to sell to? You still need workers to exploit. 
We’re talking about fighting for a world to 
reach our full potential, this ain’t it!” 


For each conversation with someone 
who is blindly won to capitalism, there are 
so many more meaningful encounters that 
eclipse the imperfect ones that give us a 
real barometer of what the working class is 
ready and waiting for. 


I met this one person working in a Medi- 
care truck. He spoke of how much working 
class people need to hear what Progressive 
Labor Party (PLP) is saying. He said, “but 
how are we gonna get the majority of work- 
ers to follow the path to communism?” 


Great question. I said, “capitalism is 
gonna do the majority of that convincing 
as the path of capitalism is to intensify fas- 
cism and workers aren’t gonna be left with 
much choice as conditions worsen but to 
fight back. We only need to be large enough 
to be known as the only alternative to capi- 
talism’s murder machine.” He immediately 
took the paper, gave me $4 and asked when 
he’d see me again. I offered next week but 
his shift rotates so I'll see him next month! 


There’s another story of a middle aged 
woman who took the paper and said,”my 
mother used to send me out to get this pa- 
per.” She was so glad to see it and to know 
the work continues. And another story of a 
worker who wanted to volunteer to sell the 
paper with us. 


We are here, all around, communists 
walking amongst us who just haven’t yet 
joined PLP. Those times when we feel dis- 
couraged come from not offering our line 
and communism as the only answer to 
save workers of the future. Continue the 
struggle. We are the ones we’re waiting for. 


ee aad 
Staying bold in the Bronx 


Our club has been active for some time § 


in an antiracist coalition in the Bronx. We 
have supported housing for the homeless, 
and regularly organized against the racist 
oppression from our local police precinct - 
even leading a large march and demonstra- 
tion in front of its doors. 


With the election of slick politician 
and former cop Eric Adams as Mayor of 
New York City (NYC), we are already see- 
ing an intensification of racist police terror. 
Tacitly supported by former NYC Mayor 
Bill de Blasio - himself a disgusting sup- 
porter of racist police oppression - Adams 
has already proudly proclaimed a number 
of fascist steps he will take to “be tough on 
crime.” He is going to reconstitute a “mod- 
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Worcester anti-war day of action.Turn imperialist wars into class 
war, for communism 


ified” plain-clothed squad to “combat gun 
violence.” De Blasio was forced to disband 
the previous one because of its notorious 
record of racist brutality. 


Plain clothes make it harder to identify 
cops as cops, thus making resistance to ar- 
rest more common and presenting more 
excuses for brutal beatings and higher 
criminal charges. Adams has also been sup- 
portive of more extensive racist incarcera- 
tion, pushing back against progressive bail 
reform and utterly indifferent to the crimi- 
nal conditions at Rikers Island (CHAL- 
LENGE, 2/2). 


The recent killing of Lashawn McNeil 
shows that, under capitalism, killer cops 
are not going anywhere. The Police Reform 
Organizing Project (PROP) argues “How 
does it make sense to send a uniformed of- 
ficer armed with a gun, baton, badge, and 
taser to help resolve an argument between a 
mother and her grown son as was the case 
in the Harlem incident?” 


We are going to renew and raise the 
level of work with PROP around police 
killings and the grossly disproportionate 
percentage of Black and Latin workers who 
are arrested, prosecuted, and incarcerated 
in NYC. While we know that reforms are 
only a bandage on the festering wound that 
is capitalism, we need to turn these reform 
campaigns into schools for communism. 


We are continuing to build ties with 
antiracist groups in nearby neighborhoods 
to broaden the fight. If we are bold in strug- 
gling for our revolutionary line in these 
next few months, we may win some new 
workers to join us for May Day! 


tO IO 


The only war worth fighting is 


a communist class war! 


Workers in the Progressive Labor Party 
(PLP), in Worcester, rallied alongside or- 
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ganizers from the Catholic Worker’s or- 
ganization outside the City’s federal court- 
house. Spurred by several anti-war reform 
organizations, we organized an action in 
opposition to war, standing in solidarity 
with the international working class. These 
organizations urged workers in several oth- 
er cities, including Boston and Northamp- 
ton, to organize similar anti-war actions. 
“There’s no way that 11,000 American 
troops are going to make a difference in 
Ukraine, ‘’ said a member of the revolu- 
tionary communist PLP. “All they’re going 
to do is make tensions worse (see Editorial, 
page 2). 

It will not matter whether the Russian 
capitalists or the U.S. capitalists win mili- 
tarily: hundreds of thousands of workers 
will die. Workers in the Ukraine will suffer 
more misery and starvation. 


Although our group is small, our com- 
munist spirit is mighty. We will use every 
opportunity— from mobilizing workers for 
May Day to building an anti-imperialist 
war movement to grow potential for class 
war in the name of communism. 


tO IO 


Workers call for widespread 


vaccine distribution 


The battle to fight global racism by mak- 
ing Covid-19 vaccines available throughout 
the world continues (see CHALLENGE, 
11/17/2021). Progressive Labor Party 
(PLP) members continue to help lead 
this battle that the bosses basically ignore 
because of their single-minded focus on 
making money off the pandemic. One bat- 
tleground is the 25,000 member American 
Public Health Association (APHA), where 
in November we will be fighting for a reso- 
lution for global vaccination now! A team 
of organizers, including PLP members, 
have already submitted the proposal to the 
APHA, beginning the laborious process 
of getting it approved this Fall. It would 
be great to get such a resolution passed 
because it could raise awareness about the 
perfidy of the pharmaceutical capitalists 
in restricting access to the vaccines. They 
should waive their patent rights so more of 
the vaccine can be produced in other coun- 
tries. 


But an even better outcome is the politi- 
cal debate and struggle among the support- 
ers of the resolution. Several more people 
have begun discussions with us about PLP 
and the need for communist revolution, not 
just improvements in public health, which 
can never be adequate as long as we live 
in this vicious profit system of capitalism. 
Meanwhile the struggle on the ground con- 
tinues as well, with further protests sched- 
uled for March 11 in Washington, DC and 
April 28 at Moderna headquarters in Bos- 
ton. If you want sound public health, you 
need communism! 


tok IK 


We encourage all CHALLENGE readers to send in letters and articles 
about their experiences fighting the bosses worldwide. 


GLOSSARY 
COMMUNIST TERMS 


Fascism 
Capitalism’s response to 
a crisis of their system, 
when the bosses can no 
longer sustain the cha- 
rade of liberal democ- 
racy and resort to more 
direct control and state 
terror instead. Fascism is 
marked by the ruling cap- 
italists disciplining their 
own ranks to serve the 
urgent needs of the capi- 
talist state and weather 
the crisis. To defend their 
system from internal and 
external threats, they use 
all the means available in 
their state apparatus, in- 
cluding violence. To build 
unity within their class 
and loyalty from workers, 
they rely on nationalist 
politics and calls for sac- 
rifice. Their strategy is to 
mislead the working class 
to kill our working class 
sisters and brothers in the 
next inter-imperialist war. 


Big Fascists 


The Big Fascists are the 
dominant finance capi- 
talist faction of the U.S. 
ruling class. They repre- 
sent the wealthiest and 
most powerful bosses in 
the U.S., including multi- 
national banks like Chase 
and Citibank, multina- 
tional oil companies like 
ExxonMobil, the big au- 
tomakers, Boeing, Ama- 
zon, and the major media 
companies. As the domi- 
nant grouping since World 
War II, the Big Fascists 
were the architects of the 
liberal world order with 
the U.S. bosses on top. 
Their dominance rests on 
U.S. financial and military 
power and its strategic 
control of the Middle East 
and the flow of oil to Eu- 
rope, Asia, and Africa. To 
sustain this dominance, 
they need to rebuild a 
huge, multiracial military 
for inter-imperialist war, 
most likely with China. 


Small Fascists 


The Small Fascists are a 
group of domestically ori- 
ented U.S. capitalists who 
are challenging the Big 
Fascists over the direction 
of U.S. imperialism. Since 
their interests are less tied 
to controlling the flow of 
oil, they are against heavy 
taxation to keep troops 
in the Middle East and in 
general oppose costly mil- 
itary bases and invasions. 
They're willing to rely on 
a smaller, whiter army, 
backed by nuclear weap- 
ons and the Air Force. 
They use open racism to 
build a political following. 
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Remembering Stalin: 


The communist fight for 
the working-class lives on 


Continued from page 8 


Little White Father [the Czar] easily; he turned less 
readily but perceptibly from his icons; but his ku- 
laks [rich peasants] clung tenaciously to capitalism 
and were near wrecking the revolution when Stalin 
risked a second revolution and drove out the rural 
bloodsuckers. 


Then came intervention, the continuing threat 
of attack by all nations, halted by the Depression, 
only to be re-opened by Hitlerism. It was Stalin who 
steered the Soviet Union between Scylla and Cha- 
rybdis***; Western Europe and the U.S. were willing 
to betray her to fascism, and then had to beg her 
aid in the Second World War. A lesser man than Sta- 
lin would have demanded vengeance for Munich, 
but he had the wisdom to ask only justice for his 
fatherland....The British Empire proposed first to 
save itself in Africa and southern Europe, while Hit- 
ler smashed the Soviets. 


The Second Front dawdled, but Stalin pressed 
unfalteringly ahead. He risked the utter ruin of so- 
cialism in order to smash the dictatorship of Hitler 
and Mussolini. After Stalingrad the Western World 
did not know whether to weep or applaud. 


The cost of victory to the Soviet Union was 
frightful. To this day the outside world has no 
dream of the hurt, the loss and the sacrifices. For 
his calm, stern leadership here, if nowhere else, 
arises the deep worship of Stalin by the people of 
all the Russias. 


[Stalin]... first set 


Russia on the road 
to conquer race 
prejudice and make 
one nation out of its 
140 groups without 
destroying their 
individuality. 


Then came the problem of Peace. Hard as this 
was to Europe and America, it was far harder to 
Stalin and the Soviets. The conventional rulers of 
the world hated and feared them and would have 
been only too willing to see the utter failure of this 
attempt at socialism. At the same time the fear of 
Japan and Asia was also real. Diplomacy therefore 
took hold and Stalin was picked as the victim. He 
was called in conference with British Imperialism 
represented by its trained and well-fed aristocracy; 
and with the vast wealth and potential power of 
America represented by its most liberal leader in 
half a century.**** 


Here Stalin showed his real greatness. He nei- 
ther cringed nor strutted. He never presumed, he 


RED EYE ON THE NEWS... 


never surrendered....He asked neither adulation 
nor vengeance. He was reasonable and concilia- 
tory. But on what he deemed essential, he was in- 
flexible. He was willing to resurrect the League of 
Nations, which had insulted the Soviets. He was 
willing to fight Japan, even though Japan was then 
no menace to the Soviet Union, and might be death 
to the British Empire and to American trade. But 
on two points Stalin was adamant: Clemenceau’s 
“Cordon Sanitaire’***** must be returned to the 
Soviets, whence it had been stolen as a threat. The 
Balkans were not to be left helpless before Western 
exploitation for the benefit of land monopoly.... 


Such was the man who lies dead, still the butt 
of noisy jackals and the ill-bred men of some parts 
of the distempered West. In life he suffered under 
continuous and studied insult; he was forced to 
make bitter decisions on his own lone responsibil- 
ity. His reward comes as the common man stands 
in solemn acclaim. 


W.E.B. Du Bois, March 16, 1953 © 
References 
*capitalist alliance 


**17 nations, including the U.S. invaded the So- 
viet Union, attempting to crush socialism. 

*“*Erom Greek mythology, “caught between two 
monsters.” 

#** Yalta conference with Roosevelt, Churchill 
and Stalin, February 1945 

*“** Stalin insisted that the Balkans and Eastern 
Europe not be an imperialist launching pad for the 
West to invade the Soviet Union once again. 
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Russian forces ready 


for huge European war 

The Economist, 2/11 -Russia is engaged in the 
largest military build-up in Europe since the cold 
war. It has demanded that NATO (North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization) pull back from eastern Europe 
and rule out Ukraine joining the alliance. ..Presi- 
dent Joe Biden’s national security adviser, warned 
that “the threat is now immediate”. Mr Biden re- 
portedly phoned European allies to tell them that 
an attack was likely. 

Around 100 Russian battalion tactical groups— 
fighting formations of 1,000 or so troops, accom- 
panied by air defence, artillery and logistics—have 
gathered on Ukraine’s borders with Russia and 


desafio.challenge@gmail.com 


Belarus...Ukraine is essentially ringed on three 
sides...That gives the Kremlin options: a thrust 
into the Donbas region of eastern Ukraine to sup- 
port Russian proxies there; a deeper attack along 
Ukraine's southern coast all the way to the Dnieper 
river; punitive raids against Ukraine’s armed forc- 
es—or even a drive all the way to Kyiv. On Febru- 
ary 11th America urged its citizens to leave the city 
within 48 hours. 


War in Middle East expanding into heart of 


world’s energy production 

Brookings Institute, 2/10 - The seven-year-old 
war in the Arabian Peninsula between the Houthi- 
dominated government in Yemen’s Sana’a and the 
Saudi-led coalition opposed to the Houthis is esca- 
lating. It is in danger of dragging in more countries, 
including the United States ... the Houthis fired 
missiles at Abu Dhabi (United Arab Emirates) in 
January ... with the technical assistance of Iran and 
Hezbollah...The attacks on Abu Dhabi prompted 
a massive Saudi-Emirati bombing attack on the 
Houthis’ home city of Sadaa in which scores of in- 
nocent civilians died. American air defense batter- 
ies fired Patriot anti-ballistic missiles at the incom- 
ing Houthi missiles at least twice. Washington has 
ordered additional American aircraft to Al-Dhafra 
airbase near Abu Dhabi, which hosts 2,000 U.S. 
troops, and a port call in the Emirati capital by the 
American destroyer the USS Cole. 


North Korean missiles play role 


in U.S.-China war preparations 

Foreign Affairs, 2/3 —- On January 30, North Ko- 
rea fired an intermediate-range ballistic missile 
from the north province of Jagang, its seventh rock- 
et test this year ... they [the tests] are occurring at a 
time of stark, rising competition between the Unit- 
ed States and the Pacific’s other great power: China. 
Washington sold nuclear submarines to Australia as 
part of a new, trilateral security arrangement along 
with the United Kingdom. U.S. assistant secretary 
of defense Ely Ratner declared that deterring China 
from attacking Taiwan is “an absolute priority.” In 
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explaining the United States’ withdrawal from Af- 
ghanistan, U.S. President Joe Biden argued Wash- 
ington needed to refocus its energy and resources 
on the “serious competition with China.” 


The heightened threat of North Korean missile 
attacks incentivizes both Japan and South Korea to 
avoid alienating Beijing, which they hope will help 
keep Pyongyang in check. (China is North Korea’s 
main patron and sole ally). The United States has 
been attempting to enlist South Korea in its efforts 
to strengthen deterrence across the Taiwan Strait. 
But Pyongyang’s new missiles mean Seoul is less 
likely to focus its military somewhere other than 
North Korea. 


Cops murdering workers at same level as 


before George Floyd was lynched 

Washington Post, 2/9 — Police shot and killed at 
least 1,055 people nationwide last year, the high- 
est total since The Washington Post began tracking 
fatal shootings by officers in 2015...Advocacy for 
policing overhauls has intensified since the mur- 
der of George Floyd by a Minneapolis police of- 
ficer in 2020. More than 400 bills were introduced 
in state legislatures last year to address officers’ use 
of force. Police departments increasingly partnered 
with mental health experts to respond to people in 
crisis. Cities established civilian review boards for 
use-of-force incidents. None of it decreased the 
number of people shot and killed by officers last 
year. Although the FBI launched its own data col- 
lection program to track police use of force in 2019, 
a lack of participation by departments has put that 
program’s existence at risk. Last year also stands out 
because one of those shot and killed by police was a 
young child — 8-year-old Fanta Bility. 


This is what racist healthcare looks like 

JAMA Network, 2/8, - Tribes and Tribal health 
clinics in Alaska were notified of ‘an opportunity 
to receive free [hepatitis C virus] treatment for pa- 
tients’ in fiscal year 2019. However this drug turned 
out to be a medication no longer considered stand- 
ard of care for patients with hepatitis C virus. 
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One thing that is always ignored in the fight 
against racism is the influence the communist 
movement had (see Black Workers’ Leadership, 
page 4). The great William E. B. Du Bois was one of 
the leading fighters against racism in the 20th cen- 
tury. He founded the NAACP a century ago. After 50 
years of antiracist struggle, he joined the Commu- 
nist Party in 1945, declaring that becoming a com- 
munist was “the logic of my life.” 


That fact will be well-hidden by the hypocritical 
U.S. rulers as they “celebrate” Black History Month 
while preparing another racist war for oil against 
their rivals China and Russia. 


Even more hidden will be the homage Du Bois 
— a true hero, beloved by the working class, Black 
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next 


and white — paid to the communist world leader, 
Josef Stalin, on the occasion of Stalin’s death. 


(From the National Guardian, March 16, 1953): 


Josef Stalin was a great man; few other men of 
the 20th century approach his stature. He was sim- 
ple, calm and courageous. He seldom lost his poise; 
pondered his problems slowly, made his decisions 
clearly and firmly; never yielded to ostentation nor 
coyly refrained from holding his rightful place with 
dignity. He was the son of a serf, but stood calmly 
before the great without hesitation or nerves. But 
also — and this was the highest proof of his great- 
ness — he knew the common man, felt his prob- 
lems, followed his fate. 


Stalin was not a man of conventional learning; 
he was much more than that; he was a man who 
thought deeply, read understandingly and listened 
to wisdom, no matter whence it came. He was at- 
tacked and slandered as few men of power have 
been; yet he seldom lost his courtesy and balance; 
nor did he let attack drive him from his convictions 
or induce him to surrender positions which he 
knew were correct. As one of the despised minori- 
ties of man, he first set Russia on the road to con- 
quer race prejudice and make one nation out of its 
140 groups without destroying their individuality. 


His judgment of men was profound. He early 
saw through the flamboyance and exhibitionism 
of Trotsky, who fooled the world, and especially 
America. The whole ill-bred and insulting attitude 
of liberals in the U.S. today began with our naive 
acceptance of Trotsky’s magnificent lying propa- 
ganda, which he carried around the world. Against 
it, Stalin stood like a rock and moved neither right 
nor left, as he continued to advance toward a real 
socialism instead of the sham* Trotsky offered. 


Three great decisions faced Stalin in power and 
he met them magnificently; first, the problem of 
the peasants, then the West European attack**, and 
last the Second World War. The poor Russian peas- 
ant was the lowest victim of [czarism], capitalism 
and the Orthodox Church. He surrendered [to] the 
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